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•  The	PTA	is	a	group	of	parents	and	teachers	who	volunteer	their	
time	to	provide	academic,	social,	and	cultural	enrichment	to	each	
student	at	PLES	throughout	the	school	year.	

•  Executive	Committee:	
•  Jackie	Cholewczynski	–	President	
•  Steve	Tabak	–	Vice	President	1	(Financial	Oversight)	
•  Amy	Shupps	–	Vice	President	2	(Fundraising)	
•  Michele	McGee-Guthrie	–	Vice	President	3	(Teacher	Liaison)	
•  Ann	Wacha	–	Treasurer	
•  Kelly	Frank	–	Secretary		

	

PLES	Parent	Teacher	Association	(PTA)	



Membership	Q&A	
•  How	much	is	it	to	be	a	member	

of	the	PTA?	
•  $10	per	person,	per	year	

•  What	does	membership	mean?	
•  Membership	means	you	are	able	

to	vote	on	PTA	matters	at	our	
monthly	meetings	

•  When	are	the	PTA	meetings?	
•  First	Wednesday	of	every	month	

(except	October	and	November)	
at	7pm	in	the	Media	Center	

•  Are	meetings	mandatory?	
•  NO!	

	

•  Do	I	have	to	be	a	member	to	
volunteer	at	PTA	events?	
•  NO!	

•  Do	I	have	to	volunteer	a	certain	
number	of	times	as	a	member?	
•  NO!	We	will	take	all	the	time	you	

can	give.	We	recognize	that	
people	work	and	so	do	most	of	
us!	

•  Who	attends	the	PTA	meetings?	
•  Parents,	grandparents,	relatives	

and	best	of	all,	our	Principal	Mrs.	
Leader	and	Assistant	Principals	
Mrs.	Fowlkes	and	Mrs.	McGraw	



What	does	the	PTA	do?	
•  Fundraising	

•  Dine	Out	Nights,	Fall/Spring	
Fundraisers,	Box	Tops	for	
Education,	Spirit	Wear	

•  Enrichment	
•  Book	Fairs,	Science	Fair,	

Multicultural	Festival	

•  Wellness	
•  Family	5K	And	Family	Fun	Run	

•  Social	Activities	
•  Paint	Nights,	Dances,	Movie	

Nights,	Bingo	Night	

•  Staff	Appreciation	
•  Back	to	School	Teacher	Breakfast,	

Conference	Dinners,	Teacher	
Appreciation	Week	

•  Community	Outreach	
•  Mobile	Food	Pantry	

•  Funding	
•  Field	Trips,	Cultural	Assemblies.	

Simulated	Congressional	Hearings	

•  Publications	
•  Yearbook,	School	Directory	



•  Dine	Out	Night:	September	25th	5:00	–	9:00pm	at	BJ’s	Brewhouse	
•  Community	Yard	Sale:	September	29th	8:00am	–	12:00pm	in	the	

PLES	parking	lot		
•  Fall	Paint	Night:	October	4th	6:30	–	8:00pm	in	the	Cafeteria	
•  First	PTA	Meeting:	October	10th	7:00	–	8:00pm	in	the	Media	

Center	
•  Dine	Out	Night:	October	22nd	at	Columbia	Ale	House	
•  Trunk	or	Treat	/	Learning	Night:	October	25th	6:30	–	8:00pm		
•  Fall	Fundraiser	(Cherrydale):	End	of	October	
	

Upcoming	Events	



VISION:	Every student and staff 
member embraces diversity and 
possesses the skills, knowledge and 
confidence to positively influence the 
larger community. 

 

HCPSS	Strategic	Call	to	Action 

Learning	and	Leading	with	Equity	

VALUE	 ACHIEVE	 EMPOWER	 CONNECT	 

MISSION:	HCPSS ensures academic success and social-
emotional well-being for each student in an inclusive and 
nurturing environment that closes opportunity gaps. 



School	and	System	News	and	Information	

Text Email 
School	news,	HCPSS	News,		

emergency	notices	
Urgent	/	emergency	

notices	only	

HCPSS	website	
www.hcpss.org	

System-wide	news	and	
information	resource	

PLES	website 

ples.hcpss.org	

One-stop	source:	school	news,	
events,	calendar,	staff	
directory,	and	more	



Social	Media	

PLES	Twitter:	@hcpss_ples	
Superintendent	Twitter:		https://twitter.com/mjmsuper			



								HCPSS	Mobile	App 

Free	download	on	App	Store:		
• iPhone	 
• iPad	 
• Android	



School	Closings/Delays	

@hcpss	www.HCPSS.org	

HCPSS	News	 HoCoSchools	

HCPSS	TV	

Verizon	42 

Comcast	72 

Hotline	
410-313-6666	



Mental	Health	and	Student	Supports 

School	Counselor:	Jessica	Jones 

School	Psychologist:	Amy	McMillion 

BSAP	Liaison:	Eleni	Taylor 

Hispanic	Liaison:	Ana	Garcia-Hedges 

Pupil	Personnel	Worker:	Cheryl	Hurbon	410—313-1299	

More	information:	Search	for	“mental	health”	on	www.hcpss.org	



Building	Relationships	&		
Social	Emotional	Learning 

•  Daily	use	of	community	circles	to	build	relationships	
•  New	Social	Emotional	Curriculum	for	grades	K-5	



Synergy	Student	
	Information	System	

Canvas	
Learning	System	

	 

www.hcpss.org/connect 

Family	File	



• Parent	contact	information 

• Medical	data	and	contacts 

• After-school	transportation	 
• Data	privacy	preferences 

www.hcpss.org/connect 



Title	I	Schools	

• School-wide	enhanced	
programs,	services	and	
enrichment 

• Available	to	all	students	 

• Family	involvement 









Title	I	Family	Events	

• October 25 – Falling in Love with 
Learning Night and Trunk-or-Treat  

•  6:30-8:00pm 
•  Each grade is working to determine 

grade-specific nights.  More info to come! 



Attendance	
•  First bell is 8:40am – students in 

class by 8:55am. 
•  Children should only be absent 

for illnesses. 
•  Notes are required for absences: 

child’s full name, date of 
absence, reason and parent 
signature. 

•  Provide notes within 2 days of 
returning to school. 

•  3 discretionary days a year – fill 
out pre-approval form 2 weeks in 
advance (office has the form). 



Telehealth 
•  Goal - Promote Health & 

Well Being among 
students while providing 
another layer of service to 
our PLES families. 

 
•  Optional participation 

(Parental Discretion)r 
 
•  Site-Based Acute Care 

Diagnosis: 
 ~Strep Throat 
 ~Ear Infections 
 ~Rash Identification 
 ~Eye Infections 
 ~Chest Infections 



PARCC	Assessment 

•  Grades	3-5 

•  Mathematics	and	English/Language	Arts 

•  Spring	assessment	



•  Grades	1-2:	fall,	winter	and	
spring 

•  Grades	3-5:	fall	and	winter 

•  Mathematics	and	reading	 

•  Computer-adaptive 

•  Year-to-year	growth 

Measures	of	Academic	Progress	(MAP)	



CogAT	(Cognitive	Abilities	Test)	

•  Grades	3	and	5 

•  Verbal,	quantitative,	and	
learned	reasoning	abilities 

•  Informs	GT	placement	
decisions 



Maryland	Integrated	Science	Assessment	(MISA)		

•  Grade	5 

•  Aligned	to	HCPSS	science	
curriculum	and	Next	Generation	
Science	Standards	(NGSS) 

More	information:		
Search	for	“NGSS”	on	www.hcpss.org	



Interactive	School	Menus 

•  Food	descriptions 

•  Nutrition	and	allergens 

•  Carb	counts 

•  Pre-payment	links 

•  Menus 

•  Breakfast	and	lunch 

• http://hcpss.nutrislice.com	
•  HCPSS	Mobile	App •  iPhone	or	IOS	app	



Qualifying	families	can	receive:	 
•  Free	and	discounted	school	
breakfast	and	lunch 

•  HCC	tuition 

•  SAT,	ACT	and	AP	exam	fees 

•  Camps,	sports	and	child	care 
	

Learn	more	and	apply	online:		www.hcpss.org/farms/	

Free	and	Reduced-Price	Meals	(FARMs)	



On	Canvas	via		
HCPSS	Connect	 
	
	

Curriculum	content	
overview	for	each 

•  Grade	(PreK	–	5) 

•  Subject	area 

What	Your	Child	Will	Learn	Guides 

www.hcpss.org/connect 



Grade	3:	
Goldman/Johnson	to	Johnson	
Bennett/Zester	to	Bennett	
Interpreter	Needs	-	Johnson	
Grade	4:	
Your	child’s	homeroom	
Interpreter	Needs	-	Reynolds	
Grade	5:	
Lardner’s	Room	

Please	Join	Us	In	the	Classrooms! 


